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Sunshine Week, March 11-17
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began at 2 a.m. this morning. 

Turn your clocks ahead one hour.

Daylight Saving Time

Syria attacks
Government forces launch
a long-anticipated assault to
crush the opposition. Page 3

Littleton
run ends
After a season
of overcoming
expectations,
the underdog
Tigers came to
win the Central
Mass. Division 3
title. Whitinsville
Christian proved
too tough.

Page 20

Tsongas tours
Cambodia

The Lowell congresswoman
visits a nation in transition,
seeing reason for a bright
future amid the obstacles
that remain. Page B1
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TODAY’S QUESTION
What’s the longest you’ve
waited at the Registry of
Motor Vehicles?
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TODAY’S WEATHER

■ 15 minutes

■ Half hour

■ 45 minutes

■ Hour

■ More than an hour

More sun, warmer;
high of 56°

DETAILS ON
PAGE 24

MOVE OVER,
RACHAEL RAY
TV SHOWS INSPIRE
NEW COOKBOOKS

LIFESTYLE — PAGE 13
SPORTS — PAGE 19

ROARING TO TITLE
TYNGSBORO GIRLS CAPTURE CENTRAL MASS. CROWN

By Chris Camire
ccamire@lowellsun.com

BOSTON — Rachel Gilbert comes
from a background in which adoption is
very much a normal way of life.

Gilbert, a civil engineer from Haver-
hill, was adopted from Korea in 1978,
as was her nonbiological brother. Her
best friend, and her best friend’s hus-
band, are also Korean adoptees.

So when Butler and her husband,
Geoff, decided they wanted a baby sev-
eral years ago, there was little doubt as
to what avenue they were going to take.

“I thought that I could be a great
mentor to a Korean adoptee,” said
Gilbert, 35. “My parents were great,
but they weren’t Korean adoptees, so
they don’t know how it feels. That’s
something I could give back to a child.”

After wading through a two-year
application process, the Gilberts wel-
comed a year-old baby into their lives
named Isaac. The process may have

Please see ADOPTION/2

By Matt Langone
mlangone@lowellsun.com

L
OWELL — Forty
years ago, Lowell
State College had
no field-hockey
program.

Or any legiti-
mate women’s ath-

letic program, for that matter.
Fifteen years ago, the school car-

ried field hockey ... and team mem-
bers practiced in the outfield of the
softball field on the South Campus.

Today, the school now known as
UMass Lowell boasts a two-time
national field-hockey champion
(2005, 2010) and practices and
plays on state-of-the-art, turf
Lester H. Cushing Field, designed
for field hockey and soccer.  

Progress like this is a product
of the monumental and influen-
tial legislation that celebrates its
40th anniversary this year,
known as Title IX. 

Title IX was passed into law
June 23, 1972, stating that “No
person in the United States shall,
on the basis of sex, be excluded
from participation in, be denied
the benefits of, or be subjected to
discrimination under any educa-
tion program or activity receiving
federal financial assistance.”

“When I played it wasn’t
exactly prime conditions for field
hockey,” said Shannon Hlebichuk,
a 1998 UMass Lowell grad. 

Today, she’s the school’s assis-
tant athletic director and field-
hockey coach.

“When I came back to UMass
Lowell the turf field had been built
and the facilities were great. It was

completely foreign to me. I remem-
ber going to the Statehouse while I
was in college with other female
athletes to ask for more money for

athletics. To me, the new field was
a direct result of Title IX.” 

Of course, Title IX extends
well beyond athletics. But its

passing continues to reshape the
landscape of collegiate sports. 

Men’s athletics no longer
receive openly preferential treat-
ment. The goal is to strive to
achieve gender equity by focusing
on meeting the needs of women
interested in athletics. Title IX has
helped education officials recognize
their responsibilities toward pro-
viding equal athletic opportunity.

To achieve Title IX compliance,
schools must meet one of three
prongs:

• Provide athletic opportuni-
ties to male and female students
in proportion to their overall
enrollment at the institution.

• Demonstrate a history of

By Neal J. Riley
Statehouse Correspondent

BOSTON — Advocates of a long-
debated proposal to protect reporters
from legal action for not revealing their
sources are facing a complex question:
Who is a journalist? 

State Rep. Dan Winslow, R-Norfolk,
sparked the debate at a Joint Commit-
tee on the Judiciary hearing on Tues-
day, when he asked a panel testifying in
favor of a shield law for journalists
about language in the bill defining
news media as “any entity that is in the
regular business of news gathering.”

“The dividing line between who is
and who is not in the business of news
is often open to debate,” Winslow said
in a later interview. “I just don’t like
parsing First Amendment issues.”

Please see SHIELD/2

Please see TITLE IX/5

By Sarah Favot
sfavot@lowellsun.com

TYNGSBORO — The St. Mary Magdalen commu-
nity celebrated the opening of its new church on
Lakeview Avenue with the head of the Archdiocese of
Boston consecrating the altar during an afternoon
Mass yesterday. 

As churches across the archdiocese have closed in
recent years, the parish was able to raise $1.35 mil-
lion to build a new church on the upper level of the
Parish Center, which was built in 2006.

For 52 years the St. Mary Magdalen community
worshiped in the “pink church” two miles down the

Please see CHURCH/12

For women athletes, the biggest win

OPPORTUNITIES TO COMPETE: The River Hawks’ varsity-eight crew team works out on the
Merrimack River. UMass Lowell recently added women’s rowing to give the school eight women’s
sports, part of ongoing efforts to provide equal opportunities for male and female athletes under
Title IX, enacted 40 years ago. Below, UMass Lowell’s Sha’nay Bushner on the basketball court
with New Haven’s Lauren Hood in February 2009. ABOVE — UMASS LOWELL / BOB ELLIS; BELOW — SUN FILE PHOTO

Foreign
limits
cut back
adoptions
Steep drop in number
of babies from abroad

A new-media
question: Who
has protection?

SHIELD-LAW ISSUE

St. Mary Magdalen community
celebrates new Tyngsboro home

From pews to pulpit, a blessing to share

40 years later,
Title IX seen on

courts and fields,
in lives changed

Cardinal Sean O’Malley leads the consecration of St. Mary Magdalen Church in
Tyngsboro yesterday afternoon. See video at lowellsun.com. SUN / DAVID H. BROW
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